
                                                         
 

Read the passage below and answer the questions that 
follow. 
 

Originally written in Sanskrit, stories of King Vikramaditya and Betal, 
are an important part of Indian folk tales. Each story has a moral. 
Here is one such story. 

 

Once there lived a kind king named Rajendra. After a long period of 
marriage, Queen Prema gave birth to a beautiful daughter. They 
named her Sona. As Sona was an only child, she was pampered a lot 
by her parents. Sona was an intelligent and multi-talented princess. 
She was not only clever in studies but was proficient in the use of 
bow and arrow and sword. When she was of a marriageable age, 
her parents started searching for a suitable partner for her. On 
hearing this, she kept a condition saying that she will only marry the 
person who will win and overpower her in a fight. 

 

On hearing the condition, the proud king made an announcement in 
all the neighbouring states. Thinking that Sona is only a girl many 
kings and warriors came with the thought that they can easily 
defeat her, but went back disappointed. 

 
Among them was Uday Varma, the prince of Ayodhyapuri. Every 
day Uday Verma would come as a part of a crowd to carefully 
watch the princess fight. He watched Princess Sona adopting 
different strategies to meet the method of fighting followed by 
each prince.Within few days. Uday Varma had learnt all her 
strategies and tactics and one day he was ready to fight with her. 
Uday Verma fought cleverly and soon defeated the princess. 
 

When King asked Uday Varma from where he had learnt to fight, 
Uday Varma replied that he had learned all the strategies by 
watching the princess fight every day.Sona surprised everyone by 
suddenly refusing to marry the Prince even though he had 
defeated her. After thinking through, Uday Verma also agreed that 
he could not marry the princess. The king and the queen were 
surprised and could not understand the reason for their refusal. 
Now Betal asked King Vikramaditya the reason both refused to 
marry each other. 
 

King Vikramaditya replied that as Uday Verma had learned all the 
strategies by watching the princess, his teacher. And according to 
Indian tradition, a teacher cannot marry his student. 
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Answer the following questions. 

 

1. Tick the correct option. 
 

a. Sona was pampered by her parents because: 

 

i. she was an only child ii. she was intelligent and clever 

 

iii. All of the above 

 

b. Sona wanted to marry a person who was: 

 

i. prince of a bigger state ii. person she liked 

 

iii. a better warrior than her 

 

c. Sona refused to marry Uday because: 

 

i. she didn’t like him  ii. he was her disciple 

 

iii. he was not rich enough 

 

2. Give a suitable title to the story. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

3. What did you learn from the story? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
4. Pick out the words from the passage which 

mean the following.  
 

a) well advanced or expert in any field or skilled: 
  

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
b) planning and tactics used in war or fighting:  -----------------  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 


