
 

 

 

 

Read the short essay below and answer the questions.  

Amazing Amazonia Where would you find the biggest rainforest on Earth? 

Where would you find a vast land with a river that spills more water into the 

Atlantic Ocean than any other waterway in the world? If you guessed 

Amazonia, then you are right!  

Amazonia is another name for Amazonian rainforest, covering millions of 

square miles of the Amazon River Basin in the continent of South America.  

An incredible range of plant and animal species have their origins here. The 

Amazon rainforest is home to many strange-looking large and small, loud 

and quiet, dangerous and timid animals. You’ve probably heard of some of 

them: jaguars, toucans, parrots, gorillas and tarantulas. The okapi is a 

beautiful and unusual animal with white and black striped hindquarters and 

front legs. It actually looks like a part of the zebra family. But with a closer 

look at the okapi’s head, you’ll notice a resemblance to a giraffe. The okapi 

is the only living relative of the giraffe.  

The aye-aye is dark brown and has a bushy tail that is larger than its body. 

It also has big eyes, slender fingers and large, sensitive ears. Pointed claws 

on all its fingers and toes enable it to hang from the branches of trees. Apart 

from these two strange and rare animals there are many more exotic 

animals in this forest. Mining, subsistence agriculture, dams, urban 

expansion, agricultural fires, and timber plantations also result in significant 

forest loss in the Amazon. 

 

The Amazonia River is the lifeline of Amazonia. It carries 16 percent of all 

the river water in the world over its 6,500 kilometers. Every day, the 

amount of water that flows from the Amazon River into the Atlantic is 

enough to meet the needs of all the people of New York City for nine years. 

Another interesting fact is that although the river is so long, not a single 

bridge crosses the Amazon River! Isn’t this truly amazing!  
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1) Where is the Amazon River Basin?  

________________________________________________ 

 

2) How has the okapi been described? 

 ________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

  

3) What helps the aye-aye to hang from the branch of a tree? 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 

    4) How long is the Amazon River?  

_________________________________________________ 

 

5) What are the causes for the loss of forests in the Amazon? 

 ___________________________________________________        

____________________________________________________ 

 

 6) Pick a word from the passage which means  

 

a) gracefully thin- __________________  

b) similarity in appearance- ________________  

c) of very great extent or quantity _________________ 2018-19 


